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deals Hlth suicide in jails, and virtually no references t> juvenile
suicide in adult jails exist. To determine if the rate of juvenile
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included all juvenile detentiqn facilities, sampling of jails with an
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'_QEEStlﬁnDaleE (N=913) were sent to the lockups in the sample. Data
indicated.that, during 1978, approximately 392,662 juveniles occupied
-adult jails and lockups. Results supported, the hypothesis that the
-rate of suicide among juveniles held-in adult. jails and lo: kups was
significantly higher*than that among children in juvenile detention
centers and children in the general population. However, the data did
not indicate that the suicide rate amang youth placed in ]uvenlle
detention facilities was greqter than that of children in the general
_population. These results suggest that the policy of incar cerating
children in adult jails may be ccntr;buting to the relatively hlgh
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‘eff@rt hav1ng p:ivi 1n§ a véluable add;clam to’
the llterature in this area, while serving to.
. Eulflll academic’ requirements at the University
"% 6f Tllinois. : - :

: . i Coa ‘ T .
The findings presented.in this study confirm the
ofter stated but undecumented notion that the

- rate of juvenile suicide i ‘hi gher in adult ~ ’ : 5
¢t jails and lockups than %in éither separate juve- _
", . * nilé detention'tenters or the general population X ' -
© L7 at risk. Further, it documents previous edti- . '

mates that- apprmﬁlmatelyaSDD 000 children are

ca1flned in adult jails and. lockups each year. = = =~ L
-W@qt-algnlflgantly, the findings of this re-. . ‘¥;;"
s seaf;h pravide support for the engctment:of
state and federal 1eEislatlnn which prhlbltS
" the detention_of thildren in adult jails and

lackupg R T - T S i ‘ e
‘ g/ . James W. Efdwn o ) ' o
- _ Director L Lo
o Cmmmunlty Research Forum
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R : o T ; i»f ;-fi>4; - RS ; ,‘} e 7 clearly called far a reducticn in the ‘use ﬁf .
) e e o Sl o “sécure detentinn for yauth (Public ‘Law, 1974).

L T oot e T e " - The separatinn of juvenile prisoners from adult;
Vo f L e S T . ", inmates may reduce the incidence of child abuse,"
A A R o e o “but it may also be conducive to juvenile suicide
' . A 2 T ' . in adult jails,  Past research- demonstrates |
o , S e / . that: facility and staff limitations of jails i
) - YL ' o . o " and-lockups’ oftén- result in children being held .
< S e - 7.. . . ' 1in isolation without supervision, (U.S. General -
- L L. ‘f-j/ . Acccunt;ng foice -19763 - Children's Defense °
: . - : o / : ' Fund,. 976: 4; James, 1975:197; Sarri, 1974:30).
‘ : These SEudlEE imply that placihg ghildren in--
. S ' adult jails, even when, separated from adults,
A /,s. S s both. physically and ematianally damaging to
TN e T T L R R _ those’ children, This is quite: ‘evident: in the
‘.»'il;~ o o A SRS N L following comments by investigators fram the _
i | L S ~ Children's Defense Fund (1976 4y, oo

¥

...the canditicﬂs of most of the jails :
: 3, F: o : in which we found children are absymal,’
.. .. American jails, and he nated that very young . . " ,subjecting them to cruel and unusual

' ' children were routinely impfisaned - adult’ ' ., punishment through physical neglect
‘inmates. Jederal palicy in’the United Statés ’ ' and abuse. Solitary confinement. or
o ©ostdll” perm ts .children to-be inaat "1 “confinement in a dank basement or

: adult jails and lockups if . they are - ept gep-~ - . closet-1like enclosure. for the sole
’ drate from adult prisoners. . ndeed, we esti- . - child in an adult jails removes him or’
mate that more than 213, 00° juvénlles were - . ' ‘ .her from tther inmates, but also from
* held in adult jails &uring 1978 althaugh only S .the attention of caretakers and can
'a very small minority of them were' charged with 7 "’have severe traumatic effects on an
. felonies.l Furthermnre, from 1969 .to 1979, . » already trcubled and frightened. ycung—
there was an increase of 156° percent in the . : ster; i
number of persons belcw the age'of eighteen . ' » . -
- who were aftes¥ad (U.’s. DEpartment of Justice, . Suchr nbservaﬁiéﬂs suggest thaw one of the tragic
© 'Federal Bureau of Iﬂvestlgatleﬁ, +1969:115; 1979: ’ consequences of this policy is the facilitation
-7 194).  That figure-implies an incfeasing ten= : of juvenile suicide-in adult jails, and there is
g dency to place children in adult Jails. This, - _much anecdotal data which supports’ this hypo-
despite the fact that the federal Juvenile Jus- . thesis (JquﬂilE Justice Digest, 1979: 10; -

tice ard Delinquency Preventlan Act af l974 . Wagden, 1976 151 U. S Senate Committee on the

£
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Judiciary, 1971 5115' Enaking Glass 1980: 7-11). - B

A higher rate of suicide. among- childrén held .In o

adult jaild and: lockups, .as compared to that of. - =

similar populations of children in secure juve- * T

, . nile detention facilities and the general youth . ’ '

G papulatian, ‘would be a- vivid indicator of the

' . harmful impact of- incarcerating juvenilgg in :
‘, adult jails_‘if ‘there, has been.no systematic. . .

Empirical dfcumaytatian af these claims. L
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-It is afguabla that sacigiagy began with the
study of suicide..  In his cla sic attempt to
establish the legitimacy of a science of snclal
conduct, Durkheim (1951) purpasefully selected
suicide as thé subject of his reseafch because
it seemed to be . an intrinsically ind;vidual act.
By-'showing that ostensibly personal behavior, .

, such as suicide, is actually StEZSthEd by
. collective forces, he claimed some justification

far ﬁhe existence of sociolpgy as, a social

Many of Durkheim's principal findings have met
with repeated substantiation..- For example,
suicide has been consistently shown to be posi-
tively correlated with age (Durkheim, 1951:172;

n
o
)

' Hagedorn and Labovitz, 1966).
. Durkheim's propositi n, the sulcide rate among

. 'exposed to t

| sunnde in ]aﬂs

" is 'dimply enormous,

i

Dublin, 1963: 22), and his assértign (Durkhéim, _ v
1951:209) that suicide varigs inversely with the -
~ degree of integration or. cohesiveness in socidl -

groups has spawned what has comeé to be” known as
the status Integration theary of suicide (Gibbs
and Martin, 1958; Chambliss and Steele, 1966;

" In keeping with

jgh Yevels'of gsocial or.

people who- experience

. geographical mobility tejds to be higher than

the suicide rate among. p¢rsons who are not

se factors (Breed, 1963; Farberow

et al., 1977)7 Similarly, iﬁdividual seclusion’
effectively terminates social integration, and.

not sfrprisingly, personal isolation has been

iteratively related to suicide (Atkinson, 1968;
‘Stengel, 1964). ,

-

' Althaugh the prnfessianal literatufe .on suicide

very little of it is dir-
ectly concerned with the occurrence of suicide
injails, and not even one reference could be

- located Whigh_specifically examines juvenile

suicide in adult jails (Beall, 1969; Prentice,
1974)., Nonetheless, much of the data on the
problem of adult suicide in jdils seems appli- .
cable to juvenile suicide in that same setting.
Litman (1966:16) states that the risk of suicide
is increased when a so-called ' 'respectable"
person is arrested for something shameful or .
when an inmate is rejected by loved ones. As
one would expect, isolation within the jail
setting has also been linked to suicide (Danto,

»19736:19) as have both fear and stress among

prisoners (Johnson, 1976:127; Gibbs, 19784).
Toch (1975:51) writes that em aiféssment, guilt,
T . A
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t
and self-condemnation can coalesce to produce
a fatal self-hate. sRecalling thé status inte-
gration theory of suicide, Irwin's (1970:39)
description of incarceration is insE§ ctive: -

. . These experiences§=afrest, trial, and -
¥ ‘conviction-~threaten the structure of
his personal life in two separat8 ways.
~First, the disjointed experience of
being suddenly extracted from a rela-
tively unfamiliar and seemingly chaotid
one where the ordering of events is
-completely out of his control has a
shattering. impact upon his personality’
structure. One's identity, one's per-
sonality system, one's coherent think-
ing about himself depend upon a rela-
tively familiar, continuous, and pre-
dictable stream of events. In the
Kafkaesqué world of the booking room,
the jail cell, the interrogation room,
and the visiting room, the boundaries
of the self coll se. ’

While this collapse is occurring the
prisoner's network of social relation-—
ships is being torn apart,
The data-driven analysis of suicide among con-
victs can be dated to over sixty years ago
(Woolen, 1913Y, but most research on this topic
has been conducted within the last decade.
Rieger (1973:141) looked at suicides in federal
. prisons from 1950 to 1969, and he found that
. the rate was lower than that of the general
" population, but his anomalous results may be
attributable to the use of prison inmates sinc
measurements of the suicide rate in jails indi-
cate that it is substantially higher than the

o

i

-

¥ o

rate of suicide in the general population

(Esparza, 1973:34-5; Hoff, 1973:204).2 Juve-
niles are rarely held for very leng in adult
jails, but suicides among adult inmates fre-

-.quently occur soon after atrest. Reilig (1973:°

49) reports that eleven of seventeen suicides
transpired durigh the first déyffaliawing incar-
ceration. Likewise, Fawcett and Marrs (1973:89)
counted five of thirteen suicides within the

 first week of imprisonment. Most authorities

agreeg-that cutting or hanging are the most com-
mon methods for committing suicide in jail
(Beigal and Russell, 1973:110; Danto, 1973a:8;

Wilmotte and Plat-Mendlewicz, 1973:71). Finally, -

it is interesting to note, given our focus on
juvenile suicide in jails, that Koller and
Castanos +(1969:858) discovered a -strong relariom
ship between parental deprivation and attempted
suicide among adult prison populations. -

suicide among children

A number of general statements can be made con-
cerning the incidence of suiecidal behavior among
youth. Females make many more suicide aﬁtempts
than males, but males are successful much moré
frequently than are females (Shafii et al., 1979:
229). In the same vein, non-whites commit sui-
cide much less frequently than whites (Shafii et
al., 1979:9; Toolan, 1962:719; Holinger, 1978:
754). There is quite a lengthy catalogue of
Precipitating causes for suicidal conduct among
children, but several are cited repeatedly.
Shaffer (1974:287) points out that, "The most
commonly occurring situation before the suicide
was one in which the child knew that his parents
were to be told of some type of anti-social be-
havior or loss of face," and Mulock (1955:158)

- —
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. )
as well as Faigel (1966:188) refer to legal pro-
blems as .a cause of juvenile suicide. Parental
deprivation as a result of divorce, rejection,
or death is another frequent cause of suicidai
conduct among children (Cashion, 1970; Barter et
al., ﬁ?és Finch and Pozanski, 1971; Dorpat et
al., '1965; Peck, 1968 1970) In addition,
individual 1sclatlgn has @ften been listed as a
major source of juvenile suicide (Bakwin,’ 1973,
Jacobs, 1971; Teicher and Jacobs, 1966; Seiden,
1969). Finally, and perhaps related to the pre-
ceding variables, some.authors simply mention
psychological depression as the precipitant

for suicide among youth (Bakwin, 1966; Gould,
1965; Schrut, 1964).

We would EKPECE to find feelings of l5018t1D1
.humiliation, parental deprivation, and depres-
sion more widespread among youth imprisoned in
adult jails than among youth in secure juvenile
detention centers. This expectation is based
upon the aforementionéd federal-policy of sep-
'aratiﬂg jﬂvenileg Er’m adult pfigﬂﬁéf% (which

in an adult ;].3111),i as well as the EthﬂlL
fa;ility and Staff limitatiaﬂg @E adult jails,
to be more prevalent am@ng yDuth held in JUVE*_
nile detention facilities than among children in
the general population of the United States. In
light of the foregoing, iE is hypothesized that
the rate of juvenile suicide in adult jails is
higher than that of secure juvenile detentiun
centers, and in turn, that the rate of suicide
in juvenile detention facilities is higher than

[ J
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among youth in the general population. ,
Since we are interested in meaguring the harmful
ff cts Gf p icing children in adult jails
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OT thDSE effegts because SElf*lﬂfllCtEd injury
is.an act that typically requires medical atten-
tion," and for that reason, "it is more dikely to , .
e refle;ted in institutional records" than are
other phenoména such as sexual or physical

saults (Flbbs, 1978b: 23)
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,Our sample is drawn from the Criminal Justice
Agency List which is a complete compilation of
apl institutions in America that are involved
in any facet of the criminal justice process

(U.S/ Départment of Commerce, 1978a). Included
on that list are all adult jails, lockups, and
juvenile detention centers in the United States
and our sampling frame comprises that subset

of the inventory. The entries on the list of
those facilities with a detention capability is
derived from an updated version of the National
Jail Census of 1970 (U.S. Department of Justice,
1971). The Samp1i15 frame,
of names, addresses, telephone numbers, and

therefore, consists

other information on 3,493 jails, 13,383 lockups,

and 372 juvenile detention centers.

I,

Since the number of jufenile @éﬁeﬁtian facili-

ties is not large, all of thcse iﬁStltutan&

were inclYuded in our sample, Hawever, because
financial considerations precluded the inclusion
of all adult jails in our sample, we drew a
twenty percent random Sample of .the jails which
have an average daily population of fewer|than
250 inmates, and a one hundred percent sample

of jails which have an avdrage‘daily papulatiang
©f 250 prisoners or more. The representative-
ness of our sample is accomplfished by statistic-
ally weighting the responses, from the under-
sampled strata (Kish, 1965:75). ! Obviously,

" these procedures eliminate sa,pllng error with

reference to juvenile detentdon facilities and
large jails. A random sample of 6.87% was
drawn from the lockups on/the Criminal Justice
Agency List. -,

Subsequenty#o pretesting the instrument, 1158
questignnaires were mailed to 372 juvenile
detention centers and 786 jails, 3 After revi-
Slng gggslnstrument 913 questionnaires were

to the lockups in our sample. 4 Second ]
third mailings were followed by telephone
calls to the n@nrespcnding inatitutians, We
have received usable responses from 97.67% of the
juvenile deterition. facilities, 83.3% of the
jails, and 64.0% of the lockups, in our sample
for an overall response rate of 77.4%

o

%uigide rates are drdinarily Calculated per
100,000 persons at risk since the actual number
of suicides in any population 1is usually a very
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small number. If the proportion of people who
commit suicide is symbolized with a P and the
total ‘riumber of people in the population at
risk is represented by an N, then their product
NP-is typically such an extreme value that the
bigcmiallappfgximatiaﬁ to the normal distribu-
tion cannot be assumed (Siegel, 1956:40). TFor
the purpose of statistical inference, the
Poisson Distribution is appropriate in this
kind of sitluation (Blalock, 1972:172: Loether
and McTavish, 1974:109n). 1In other words, the
Poisson Distribution allows one to model the
probabilities associated with relatively rare
events. The probability distribution of a
Poisson variable is given by Equation Number 1
when the parameter is known:

-u X
€ u

(LD P (5u) = e x =0

¥ H

x!

where u 1Is the known pavameter, ¢ is the coun
stant 2.71828 (the base Df'ngtural logarithms)
and x is the observed frequency in the sample
data (Blalock, 1972;172;, Giveniingwlédgﬁ @§
the relevant parameter and_the observed statis-
tic, we can avoid tedious computations by using
tabulated Poisson probability sums in order to

test hypotheses (Abramowitz and Stegun, 1965:97y)

Wi, w& Can use

=

When the parameter is unknowr
Equation Number 2-to calculate the statistical
significance of the difference between two
Poisson values:

) 7D - ety

where o and ii are Lhe esoeatdalive o

i
Since Lbj; £

Ll

%

o

&

yields a corrected approXximation t¢o the unit

. normal deviate, the significance of the differ-

ence is tabulated in any table of 2 scores,
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study had a response rate of only 51%, and they
the parameter in large urban areas (Lowell and
McNabb, 1980:27-8).

We have documented 383,328 children in secure
juvenile detention centers during 1978. Given
" our response rate, we estimate.the actual total
to be approximately 392, 662. We have documen-
ted 170,714 juveniles in adult jails. Again,
“,given our response ratg, we estimate the actual
p / : total to be 213, 647. In addition, we have
documented 11,592 juveniles in adult -lockups.
Once again, given our response rate, we estimate
the actual number to be 266,261. That yields
an overall estimate of 479,908 persons below the
age of eighteen who'are held for any length of
time in an adult jail or lockup during I1978.
All of these projections are based upon linear
extrapolation from our data.

3 i Fa

the number of juveniles
“in adult jails and lockups

There is great variation in the estimates of the _ thé IIICldEﬁCEf Qf ]LLVEI‘[IIE Sulﬁldé
annual number of children who are held in adult - - N —— — :
jails and lockups. Perhdps the highest projec- Table 1 presents the suicide rates for children
tion is that of-Barri (1974:5) who' suggests that in adult jails, lockups, and juvenile detgention
'500,000 juvenhiles are incarcerated in adult jails centers during 1978, and the suicide rate among
~and lockups each year. 1In contrast, Poulin and youth in the general population of the United
his colleagues (1979:11) estimate that 420,000 States during 1977. Information on the general
children annually are held i%#jails only. Nei- population from 1977 is used because final
ther .of these projections, however, is based on mortality data for 1978 has not, as yet, béen
primary research. Rather, they are based™on computed by the National Center on Health
snytheses of secondary soarces. Lowell and : Sfatistics (U.S. Department of Health, Educatfoun,
McNabb (1980:29) conducted a nationwide survey, and Welfare, 1979). The number of suicides

_ and they project a pne day count of Q,Dblrséxé among children in the general population durtug
tenced persons bglow the'age of eighteen in 1977 is obtained from unpublished data at the
jails. Unfortunately, ppart ff@m‘ignaring the National Center for Health Statistics (U.s.
many unsentenced juveniles in adult jails, their Departmeut of Health, Education, and Welfare,



1980), and the number of children in the general
population of the United States during 1977 is
availablé in published form from the Bureau of
Censuws (U.S. Department of Commerce, 1980),

TABLE 1. SUICIDE RATES FOR CHILDREN IN ADULT

JAILS, LOCKUPS, AND JUVENILE DETENTION % .

CENTERS DURING 1978, AND CHILDREN IN
THE GENERAL POPULATION OF THE UNITED
STATES DURING 1977 .

Population Number of Number of Number of
[

Children Suicides Suicides pes
100,000
Children

Children in
Adule jails‘ 170,714 21 12,3
during 1978

Children in ¥
Adult Lock- 11,568 1 8.
ups during

1978 ‘

D

Children in

Juvenile De- 383,238
tention Cen-

ters during

1978

[
I

Children 1n

the General 4%, U0b  UUy L -
Population or

the United Stares

during 197/#

LI R

T

The rate of ‘suicide among Jubveni les in adult
Jatls during 1978 is.12. 3 per 100,000 which ig
4.6 times larger than the suicide rate of 2.7
per 100,000 among youth in the general popula -
tion during 1977. From tabulated sums of Poisson
probability values (Abramowitz and Stegun, 1965:
979), we find that the difference between those
two suicide rates is statistically significant
with p<.00003. The mate of suieide among juve-
niles in adult lockups 1s 8.6 per 100, 000 which
ts more than three times larger than the rate

of 2.7 among children in the general. population,
and that difference is also statistically sig-
nificant with p<.004. . Unexpectedly, the suicide
rate among children in juvenile detention facili-
ties is aﬂﬁy 1.6 per 100,000, which is lower th:
that &f the general population. Using a critic
value of 5, this difference is not stat
cally significant with p<.145. The suic
of juveniles in adult, jails is almost 7.7 ti
latger than tRat of juvenile detention centers
ansﬁthat difference is statistically significant
with;}iﬁODSE Similarly, the suicide rate

among juveniles in adult lockups is more tha#
five times larger than that of juvenile ddtent iow
facilities, and that difference is also statis-
“tically significant)with p< .03,

A

Lam iy

* The number of éhﬁldt&n in the general popula-
tion of the United State during 1977 repre-
sents all persons between the ages of 5 and
17, while data for children in adult jalls,
lochups, and Juvenile detention centers dur 1.,

[

1978 repieseut persons below the age of 18.

25
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an approximation
to ]Qngllfudmal desgﬁ

sealed or desttgyed whan tha 1nd1v1dual be;@n s
an adult. This fact, coupled with the anti-
cipated difficulty in completing our question-
‘naire, .led us to employ a cross-sgctional design
when a longitudinal or time-series design would
have been pféféfabla In éfdéf to con textuallze
the 1978 data, suici '
for children in tha gEﬁeral p@pulatlun uf the
United States from 1968 to 1977, and this
mation appears in Table 2. The relevant data
Cent o

were obtained

from the National

TABLE 2. SUICIDE RATES FOR CHLLDREN LN THE
GENERAL POPULATION OF THE UNITED
STATES FROM 1968 TO 977 %

1977 49,008,000 2.1
1976 49, le,Q 0 v 097 2.2
1975 5Di368i0£_ 1126 2.2
1974 50,949,000 1081 2.1
1973 51,480,000 1013 2.0
1972 52,012,000 950 1.8
1971 383,000 908 1.7
1970 52,545,000 806 1.5
1969 52,386,000 763 L5
1970 51j9765DDO 668 1.3
%# The term "children" refers to persons belween
the ages of 5 and 17 years old
)

[ d

Health Statistics (U.S.
Education, and Welfare,

Department of Health,
1980) and the Bureau of
Census (U.S. Department of C@mmérce4 1974, 1978b,
1980). Apart froft statistical variation, there
appears to be a trend toward an increasing rate
of suicide among youth in the general population,
and the 1977 figure of 2.7 per 100,000 is the
highest value in Table 2. Yet, the suicide
rates for juveniles in adult jails and lockups
during 1978 are both considerably highér than °
that value, Jand statistically significant
differences remain even if the value of 2./ is
arbitrarily raised to 4.0 per 100, UDO

dl‘::LLlSSlQI’l

Ihgfﬁ is
rate of suic ide dmunh thldfan héld ii ddult

Jpprt for our hypa h esis that the

*that among thldeﬂ in Juvenlle deteﬁtlnn cen-

and children in the general population of
the United States. Hawevét tha data do not
indicate that the
placed in juvgnilh dE[EnLlun fa;illtle~ is
than that of children
population. Several comments are pertinent tu
bear in mind that
even the confidential admission of the occur-

greater in the general

these ohservations. First,
rence of a juvenile suicide in an institutional
setting is deeply embarrassing. To the extent
that our data are characterized by response

bias, such bias would, in all likelihood, con
tribute to an
in jails and lockups.

sulcide rat.
indi

stay for childo..,
while the

underest imace ot the
SELﬁUntj, the data
cate that the average length ot

in jails is approximately seven days

average lenpth of stay in lockups is less than

two days. In contrast, the average lengtl of




: .5ThESE dafétéugééstﬁthSE the pélié}‘éf 1ﬁéarcerf
* ating children in adult jails and lockups may . be-

‘g;gyfinﬁléekups‘ié laéé’tﬁﬂﬂ.EWﬁ,QQYEll In.con= '

"’:thgat; the average length.of stayuin’jgvéﬁile, ;
detention facilities is seventeen days, ‘and the

+ suicide rate for children in the general ‘popu-

lation is'calculated For an entire year or 365.

. .days. In other words, rchildren in adult jails
-and’ lockups kill themselves more frequently: than

do children in juvenile detention facilities @

. and children im the general population despite

_the fact that children in jails and lockups have_
less time in which to commit suicide; Third, - *

. one must alga bear in mind that it is more ‘
o difficult to commit suicide in jails and lockups
. than it is in*theageneralﬁpapulatianAEimply—be¥

cause the techniques at ¢ne's disposal are much

F.-mare limited. ‘Together,- thése considerations

imply that the problem of juvenile sulcide in. ‘
adult jails and lockups may well be even more

- serious than'is sug'esgéd:by”ﬁuﬁﬂdatéaﬁér.se.f
Fourth, the validity of our primary hypothesis is
bolstered by the‘fact that seveniteen of the sui-

+» cides occurred despite the, fact that in these

cases sight and sound separation had been accomw
plighed. Finally, tHe low*rate of suicide among
children.in: juvenile detention centers may be

‘attributable to the greater supervision which is

- .available at thoge facilities, and to the parti-

cipation by juveniles in the ongoing youth acti-
vities at those facilities as opposed to the

- isolation which they would often confront in

adult jails and lockups. .

contributing to a relatively high rate of gwitide .

among thasgfcﬁildren.f:Furtth, in our data,i
-eleven ‘of twenty-two children who killed them- '
selves while in jails and lockups had not commit~
Sted a felony, which implies that many of those

" Juveniles who are. imprisoned .in jails pose little .

threat to their communities. These findings also
indicate that the' problem of juvenile suicide.is
no more acute in juvenile detention

it 1s in the general population.
As noted earlier in this report, environmental - -
and staffing limitations are common situations in

adult jails and lockups. The effects %ffsuch liv- .

- ing conditions worsen when isolation allso .occurs,
"~ This study has defermined that. the suicide rate

for juvenileg helé in adult jails is about 4.6
times greater (12.3 per 100,000) than_the suicide

. rate among youth in the ‘general population 2.6 ..

per 100,000). This high rate cannot be  attribu-

ted to secure confinement alone gince the suicide

rate in separate juvenile detention facilities

is well below that of the-general youth popula-
~tion. Given this disparity in secure settings,

it must be assumed that the high rate of juve-

nile suicides is attributable to the environmen- -

tal and staffing conditions present in most

adult jails and lockups. ‘

_._éThé important. point here is that_neariy 50@,0&9,

juveniles experienced these detrimental condi-

. tions each,year. TIf the'physical and emotional
well-being of juvenile offenders 1§ to be a
matter of concern, every effort must-be made to
prohibit the jailing of juveniles. The identifi-
cation of these detrimental conditions should be
the subject of continued investigation. '

&

centers than, -



1. In this repert, the word "juvenilee

is not .
used as a reference to the ‘formal or legal
status of an individual, but rather as an infor-
mal and generie term which denotes someone who
is below the age. ef elghteen. The judicial
concept "juvenile" is too imprecise for the

purpose of eperetienelieetien because each state

has jurisdiction over the legal definition of

 states, that status cap even vary by sex or

" the age limits for jusjnile status, and withiu

©.1973:2).

nature of offense (U.S. Department of Justice,

of juvenile status rather than the requested
definition of persons below the age of eighteen.
To the extent that this is true, the data on
adult jails underestimate parameters sueh as the

‘number of juvenile suicides since state statutes

~ﬂevef’define a juvenile above the age of seven-

» J

yICM ™
.

: However, there is evidence which in-
dicates that some of the data reflect state
_statutes with regard. to the judicial definitiene

13

In view ef this fact, the queetienneire

:Whiﬂh was mailed to lockups.was modified so.that' "

it would conform to state statutes in the defi-"
nition of juvenilee. (See‘Appendieee l and 2
items 1 end 2 respectively ) ‘

-2 Federel or state’ pfieene typicelly held in=
_mates for over one year; while je;le ordinarily"

incarcerate prieenere for- less than. pne year,

V and leekupe detain inmates for less than fer;y—ry

eight hours. Moreover, “lockups cannot book
prieanere en the premieee.

3. The items which eampriee the, queetienneire ’

. that was sent to jails and juvenile detentien

centers are lieted in ApEendix 1
4. The items whigh eempriee the queetienneire ,
that was ‘sent te lockups are lieted in -Appendix

'2! N



Appenchx 1

Items cn the Ja*
.Questiannaire

1

into

> 15 with adult p:isanats

\dividuals below the age of 18 are puﬁ into
s which have no other accupénts but

whic are within sight or sauﬂd contact

//af adult .prisoners. . .

: : '/~ Individuals below the age of 18 are put into"

'+~ ' cells with other juveniles or cells which

are within sight or sound contact of other

j/ -:‘:i§{}' . ';'; : .

nile inmates?

19787

' = Individuals below. the aga af 18 Aare put intg

“eells which have no ‘other occupants-and.
whie La£E not within sight or saund cantact
/ afWer inmate. ' . _

'}3. Wﬁuld sig;t and scund sepataticﬂ gf juvenile

and adult priégners be achieved in ‘your insti-
tution if trusties were not supervising juve—

;‘4. Apart fram thé time in théif gells, are

regreatian Etc., whén juvenile inmates come
inta cantact with adult prisaners? '

‘5, What wag the highest numbet df juvaniles
held in your institutiaﬂ Dn any one day during _

=

6. Does your institutfon ever hold juveniles
Iffam counties othier than your own county?.

7. What was the éﬁefagé igngth af stay for "
juveniles in your institution during 19787

8. What is the official maximum capacity for - -
juveniles in your institution? .

9. 'As you know, an "attempted suicide? is one
in which .an individual- tries to take his or her
own life but does not succeed. How many indi-

~ . yviduals ‘below the age.of ‘18 attempted suicide

in your institution duting 19787

i

lQ--HGW many af thase iﬂdividuals were males?

11. ng many of those iﬁdividuals were af white .

"racial background?

34

o



ged wizh feleniés? f]; »c: 7 ;
o 13, What was the total number af days’ that’eagh
éne of those individuaig ‘had  beex hald fa: priur
- to his/her attempted EuiEidé? ,’ " et .

Ty

12.~ Haw maﬁy af thase individua ha&_been,éhéré

4

14 Which af the fnllﬂwing statements best de- -

‘Sscribes Jhow each: one of those individuals-was
held in your institutian at thé time he or she,
¢ attempted suicide? : oo -

)

- ThE individual was in a cell with- adult
" .prisoners. '
- The.individual was in a EEll with no Dther
o occupants but which was within sight or.
. sound contact' of adult priéaners-'
o L = The individual,was in a cell ‘with -othef .
s Juveniles or in a cell which was within =
- © sight or sound contact of other ju%eniles.
. = The individual was in a cell which .had - np
: ' ‘other occupants and which was not within.
5 sight or sound contact of any ather inmate.,
: g Dthér gpleaSE 5pécify)

o 15.. As you"know, a "committed. suiéide is one- in
' ' which an individual succeeds in taking his or
her own 1life. " How many individuals below the.
‘age of 18' committed suicide in your institution,
~during 19787 . .

16. HDW many of those individuals weré males?

17. How many of those individuals were of white
racial background?’ ' . .

. 18, How many of those individuals had been
charged with felonies?

s
O
i

K’ . mitted suigidés in the spaces belaw.)

16

,203_ Which of the fallcwing statements best desﬁ

= Dther (Please specify). 1

1§i What wag the tntal number Qf days that each

one of tHose. individuyals had been held fgr prinr
to his/her gcmmitted suicidé?

=

cribes liow-each one of those Andividuals was. .- "%
held in your institution at the time he- or she
cgmmitted suicide? (Write the numbgr of com- -,

.= The individual was: in a céll with adult
.prisoners;

C- The individual was . in a cell with no. nther

occupaiits but which'was within sight or - .
sound contact of adult prisoners,,
= The individual was in a cell with other

" . juveniles or a cell which was"within sight

+.or, sound contact of other. juveniles e

"= The individual was in a cell with no other'
‘occupants and which was not within sight or
sound contact of any other inmate.



' Items on tha Lockup Quegtignnaife'i

. 1; Did yéﬁr ﬁffice placé f individual (juve- .
nile or adult) in a lacked detentiaﬁ cell during

1978?.

1?_1 How many juveniles- weréﬁlaced iﬁ a locked
detention cell in your facility for any length
of time during 19787 L

3. Which of the following statements best

. describes how juveniles are usually held when

placed in a locked detention cell in your

facility? - ' '

= Juveniles %}e put into cells with adult
prisoners. ( v .

- = Juveniles are put into cells which have no
other occupants but which#are within sight
or sound contact of adult prisoners., :

%

Juveniles are pu' tnto cells with' ather juve—l
 ntles. or cells which are within sight ﬁr :
"sound contact of ‘other juvenilea.“ '

.= Juveniles are put into cells which -have no -

Dtth gccupants and which are: nat within

E:: szther (plgage specify) e

' attempted suigide in yauf‘facili

= AE you know, an "sttempted suicidé is one .-

in ‘'which an individual tries to take his or her
1ife but does not succeed, How: iFny juveuilea

:5, What was the-total numbér of hgurs that eaéh
_ . one of ‘those individuals had been held priuf to,
‘his/her attempted suicide? T :

‘As yau knaw, a "committed suicide' 1s one in

which an individual succeeds in taking hig or
her own life. How many juveniles committed
‘suicide in your facility during 1978?

. How' many 'of those individuals had been.

ahargéd with felgnies?

What was the tatal numbexr of hours that eaﬂh
one of those individuals had been held prinr to
his/her suicide?

Which nf the fcllgwing statements best dég-"..

’ EfibES haw each one of thase individuals was

cammitted suicidé?
ted suicides in the spaces below. )

(Wfité the number of commit=

= The- 1ﬂdividual was in a cell’ with adult

prisoners.
= The individual was in a cell vith no other
ocecupants but which was within sight or

during- 19787



".n7sound contaet of: adult ‘prisofieng: .
- # The individual wag in a cell wil i.other » -
- Juveniles or-a.cell which was within sight o
. .'or.sound contact of other juveniles.. . v
.-~ The individual was in a cell with no other
‘occupants and which was mot within sight ‘or .
- sound contact of any other inmate,
.= Other (please specify), - '

. - .
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